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NEWSLETTER NO. 27 TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 15th 2020
Last weekend was the 24th Sunday of Ordinary Time
“Then Peter went up to him and said,
'Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven times?'
Jesus answered, 'Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times.
'And so the kingdom of Heaven may be compared to a king who decided to settle his accounts with his
servants. When the reckoning began, they brought him a man who owed ten thousand talents; he had no means
of paying, so his master gave orders that he should be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, to meet the debt.
At this, the servant threw himself down at his master's feet, with the words,
"Be patient with me and I will pay the whole sum."
And the servant's master felt so sorry for him that he let him go and cancelled the debt.
Now as this servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow-servant who owed him one hundred denarii; and
he seized him by the throat and began to throttle him, saying, "Pay what you owe me."
His fellow-servant fell at his feet and appealed to him, saying, "Be patient with me and I will pay you."
But the other would not agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into prison till he should pay the debt.
His fellow-servants were deeply distressed when they saw what had happened, and they went to their master
and reported the whole affair to him. Then the master sent for the man and said to him,
"You wicked servant, I cancelled all that debt of yours when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, then,
to have pity on your fellow-servant just as I had pity on you?"
And in his anger the master handed him over to the torturers till he should pay all his debt.
And that is how my heavenly Father will deal with you unless you each forgive your brother from your heart.'
Gospel, Matthew 18:21-35

Forgiving God, give us the courage to dismiss the debt others owe us.
Forgiving God, fill us with the wisdom to love Creation every day.
Forgiving God, guide us to become communities of loving justice
with Christ at our heart.
Amen
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WELL DONE EVERYONE
I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation for all the effort that has gone into dealing with a very
challenging third term. It has required high levels of resilience, flexibility, understanding and compassion to
navigate our way through the changes that have been needed to keep our state safe. Whilst the students haven’t
had the same level of enthusiasm as they normally would at this stage of the year they are still hanging in and
this will give them the best chance to step back into what we hope will be a more normal Term Four.
The staff have been nothing short of wonderful under very different and sometimes complex work conditions.
I am in a position where I can see what is being done publically and behind the scenes and it is so pleasing for
me to see our staff go beyond normal expectations and requirements, in so many ways, some of which will
never be seen or acknowledged.
One of the things that has been glaringly obvious in both periods of remote schooling is that schools are much
more than just place of academic activity. The loss of community presence, gatherings and celebrations has
had a devastating effect on school life and I am looking forward to the community aspect of school returning.
STUDENTS ARRIVING AT SCHOOL LATE
A reminder that if your child is late for the start of school day (arriving after 8.45am) they must come to the
office first to be temperature checked before heading off to class.
SSAFFOLDING AROUND THE SCHOOL
I have had a few questions about the scaffolding that has been erected around the school. As part of the
refurbishment of the old administration area, part of the roof, fascia and spouting will be replaced. This week
the fascia and spouting will be changed over and during the holidays the roof sheets will be replaced.
END OF TERM THREE
Term Three ends THIS Friday September 18th at the earlier time of 2.10pm. Country buses and our OHSC
program will both run an hour earlier than normal.
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TERM FOUR
Week One – Monday October 5th to Friday October 9th- will be a continuation of remote learning as we
currently doing.
The state government has confirmed the resumption of onsite school classes for all students in regional
Victoria from Week Two commencing Monday October 12th.
Our Lady’s will commence normal classes for students in all year levels from 8:45am on this day. Once we
start normal school classes on the 12th all students are expected to attend under the normal obligations for
regular attendance.
All of the appropriate cleaning and hygiene arrangements conducted prior to remote learning will be in place.
From Monday October 12th all school devices – including chargers – must be returned to school as
students will need to use them in the classroom for their learning.
2020 SCHOOL PHOTOS
At this stage we have booked our 2020 School Photos for Thursday October 22nd (Week Three of Term Four)
however this will depend on any COVID-19 restrictions that are in place at the time.
All students will have an individual photo taken as well as be part of a class group photo. Grade 6 students
will have a separate group photo. Family group photos will also be available for current students.
Order envelopes will be sent home with each child at the beginning of next term. Please note that purchase of
school photos is not compulsory.
TERM FOUR PUPIL FREE DAYS
I don’t need to remind you that the events of past few months have caused a number of changes. One aspect of
school life that has been affected is the professional learning of the staff. There has had to be some
adjustments to meet expectations about not gathering together. As a result, we now need to concertina several
days in a much smaller time period.
FRIDAY OCTOBER 30TH: At this stage we have changed our whole staff training for first aid to Friday
October 30th. Those who have followed our calendar will note that this is the fourth date we have set for this in
2020.
MONDAY NOVEMBER 2ND: Our 2021 planning day is set for Monday November 2nd
MONDAY NOVEMBER 23RD: This is the date that has been set for the Semester 2 Reporting Writing day.
TERM FOUR PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
There are two Victorian Public Holidays next term:
FRIDAY OCTOBER 23RD: AFL Grand Final Public Holiday
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 3RD: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
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2020 SCHOOL PHOTOS
At this stage we have booked our 2020 School Photos for Thursday October 22nd (Week Three of Term Four)
however this will depend on COVID-19 restrictions that are in place at the time.
All students will have an individual photo taken as well as be part of a class group photo. Grade 6 students
will have a separate group photo. Family group photos will also be available for current students.
Order envelopes will be sent home with each child at the beginning of next term. Please note that purchase of
school photos is not compulsory.
2021 FOUNDATION ENROLMENTS
Enrolments are now being taken for our 2021 Foundation class. If you have a child who will start school in
2021 please complete an enrolment form (available by contacting the office) and return it to the office before
the end of this term.

Mark

DATES TO REMEMBER
Friday

September 18th

End of Term Three 2.10pm

Monday

October 5th

Start of Term Four – Remote learning in place for
Week One

Monday

October 12th

All students return to school for normal classes from
8.45am

Thursday

October 22nd

School Photos

Friday

October 23rd

Victorian AFL Grand Final Public Holiday

Friday

October 30th

Pupil Free Day – Staff First Aid Training

Monday

November 2nd

Pupil Free Day – 2021 Planning Day for staff

Tuesday

November 3rd

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Monday

November 23rd

Pupil Free Day – Semester Two Report Writing
Day

8
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