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NEWSLETTER NO. 28 TUESDAY OCTOBER 6TH 2020
Our School Prayer:

God of love, source of life.
You call us in love, to share in the work and life of Our Lady’s School.
Bless this school and help us to develop our strong minds each day and
to use our compassionate hearts for the good of others.
Help us to make Jesus Real to those in our school, in our homes and
in our neighbourhood.
May Our Lady protect us in our work and in our play.
May she guide us to act justly,
love tenderly
and walk humbly with You.
Each day may we come to
know You more clearly,
love You more dearly and
follow You more nearly.
Amen.
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WELCOME BACK
Yesterday was a great day for many of the students at Our Lady’s. I am in a very privileged position to be able
to witness the great joy on display at the start of a term, as the children reunite with their friends and with the
routines of school life. Yesterday was a day that I will never forget. It was clear, conveyed through actions and
words, how so many students missed their time at school.
Our approach, as a staff, to the next eleven weeks is to re-establish the norms of learning and to provide a
block of activities that addresses the most critical needs for preparing for next year. This will mean some
aspects of school life will be different to what would normally be expected in Term Four. In coming weeks,
we plan to run a number of assessment tasks to both identify growth and to help us understand what we need
to add to our plans for later this term and next year.
Again I would like to extend my thanks to all community members who helped support our students over the
last two terms.
STUDENTS SETTLING BACK INTO ROUTINE
An article from the Australian Psychological Society is attached to this newsletter. It has some great points
that families might like to discuss or implement to support the return to the routine of school.
TERM FOUR COVID-19 ARRANGEMENT
Our Term Four will start with largely the same conditions in place that we started with in Term Three but we
hope that it will stay that way for longer. We will focus on:






limiting visitors on site
cleaning and personal hygiene
appropriate mask wearing
asking students who are unwell with flu like symptoms to stay at home
following large group gathering expectations

OPTIONS FOR DROPPING OFF/PICKING UP CHILDREN
Families might like to consider how students are getting to and from school. With the weather improving
older students might consider walking, scooting or riding. Students can be picked up after walking to the
Church car park or even the roundabout at the end of Raymond Avenue. Families might like to arrive at
school a little later to pick up which could avoid delays.
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2020 SCHOOL PHOTOS
At this stage our 2020 School Photos have been booked for Thursday October 22nd however under current
government restrictions this may not be able to happen on that day- hopefully we will be able to book a backup date later in the term if necessary. We will keep you updated via next week’s newsletter as to what is
happening.
TERM FOUR PUPIL FREE DAYS AND VICTORIAN PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
I don’t need to remind you that the events of past few months have caused a number of changes. One aspect of
school life that has been affected is the professional learning of the staff. There has had to be some
adjustments to meet expectations about not gathering together. As a result, we now need to concertina several
days in a much smaller time period.
At this stage we have changed our whole staff training for First Aid to Friday October 30th. Those who have
followed our calendar will note that this is the fourth date we have set for this.
Our 2021 planning day is set for Monday November 2nd and the Report Writing day for Semester Two will be
on Monday November 23rd.
Please ensure you take note of the following Pupil Free Days and Victorian Public Holidays for this term:
Friday October 23rd
Victorian AFL Grand Final Public Holiday
th
Friday October 30
Pupil Free Day – First aid training for staff
Monday November 2nd Pupil Free Day – 2021 Planning day for staff
Tuesday November 3rd Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
Monday November 23rd Pupil Free Day – Semester 2 Report Writing day for staff
ADMINISTRATION REFURBISHMENT
Work is progressing quickly on the refurbishment of the older section of the administration area. The
demolition is complete, the re-roofing almost finished, all the flooring was replaced to address some termite
damage, the opportunity to upgrade all the plumbing and wiring was taken, wall frames and beams are in and
the heating and cooling systems installed.
In the next week remedial work for the brick walls will happen, the plaster will be installed then the fitting out
of the offices and staff room will commence.
The plan is to finish in December to allow us to set the space up for use from the start of next year.
2021 FOUNDATION ENROLMENTS
Enrolments are now being taken for our 2021 Foundation class. If you have a child who will start school in
2021 please complete an enrolment form (available by contacting the office) and return it to the office before
the end of this term.

Mark
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Thursday

October 22nd

School Photos – TO BE CONFIRMED

Friday

October 23rd

Victorian AFL Grand Final Public Holiday

Friday

October 30th

Pupil Free Day – Staff First Aid Training

Monday

November 2nd

Pupil Free Day – 2021 Planning Day for staff

Tuesday

November 3rd

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Monday

November 23rd

Pupil Free Day – Semester Two Report Writing
Day
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