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Our Lady’s Primary School is a child
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Phone: (03) 5721 3783
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NEWSLETTER NO. 29 TUESDAY OCTOBER 13TH 2020
A reflection from Pope Francis sourced by the Catholic Education Office of the Diocese of Sandhurst:

All-powerful God,
you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no-one.
O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,
so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain
at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and
contemplation, to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature as
we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace.
* Pope Francis published this prayer in his Laudato Si’ encyclical and is meant for sharing with all who
believe in a God who is the all-powerful Creator.
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ASSEMBLIES
This week we have started a reduced approach to holding Assemblies across the school. One of the many
things we learnt about ourselves during the recent rounds of remote learning is the importance of gathering to
focus on the important behaviours needed to make a school a community. We are gathering in smaller groups
to spend time looking at the positive behaviours that make school a successful place to be.
Assemblies involve an acknowledgement of country, singing the national anthem, sharing the school prayer,
offering thanks for specific behaviours, looking at what is coming up, sharing news about the school, looking
at a positive behaviour focus and exploring our Making Jesus Real focus.
Yesterday we offered thanks:



For the way we have started Term Four
For being supportive of each other over the next few months

Our Positive Behaviour Focus for this week is ‘moving around the school safely’. We use our school
expectation to highlight behaviours that would help with this focus.
Doing your best:

We do our best when we walk our bikes and scooters in the school grounds
and we know where we run and where we walk

Helping others succeed:

We help others succeed when we return to class quickly and when we walk
quietly so others can continue learning

Respecting your school:

We show our respect for our school when we act in a way that allows all
people to enjoy themselves, when we walk inside and are careful when going
around corners

SCHOOL HATS
During Term Four all children will need to have a broad brimmed school hat at school. It is important that we
all support children in this sun smart action. Hats are required to be worn at all times during the day when
students are outside. Hats can be purchased from the office at a cost of $10-00 each.
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TERM FOUR PUPIL FREE DAYS AND VICTORIAN PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
Please ensure you take note of the following Pupil Free Days and Victorian Public Holidays for this term:
Friday October 23rd
Friday October 30th
Monday November 2nd
Tuesday November 3rd
Monday November 23rd

Victorian AFL Grand Final Public Holiday
Pupil Free Day – First aid training for staff
Pupil Free Day – 2021 Planning day for staff
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
Pupil Free Day – Semester 2 Report Writing day for staff

INQUIRY CONCEPT FOCUS
Each term our Inquiry learning activities centre across one of eight concepts. Inquiry learning is our school’s
process for addressing curriculum areas such as History, Health, Economics and Business, Science,
Technologies, Critical and Creative Thinking, Ethical Capability, Intercultural Capability and Personal and
Social Capability. Where possible learning in English, Mathematics and the Arts will be integrated into
Inquiry units.
The eight concepts that the students work through a number of times during their seven years at our school are
Identity, Sustainability, Change, Connections, Community, Discovery, Social Justice and Creativity. This term
the concept is Connections. Connections explores how we are connected to our world, our past, our place on
the planet and to the mechanisms that make the world function.
The following is a summary of the type of learning to be addressed in each area:
Foundation/One-Great and Small
Students will learn about the different features of animals and how those features help them to live in their
environment. Students will learn about Australian animals and consider how they can save water and protect
native habitats. The students will use their imagination to design an animal using parts of different animals.
They will use basic cutting and pasting skills to create a model of their animal.
Year One and Two -Through Generations
Students will learn about the lives of people in the past as they interview a person from an older generation.
They will learn words to describe events in the past, present, and future and words to describe a point of view.
The students will consider the importance of places to people in their community and people from different
cultures. They will learn about sequences and different ways that stories from the past can be told.
Year Three and Four -Our Island Home
Students will be engaged in the connections of the Geographical world as they learn about different
environments, climate zones and natural vegetation. They will learn about Australia's neighbouring countries
and about changes caused by adding and removing heat, and heat conductivity. The students will work in
groups as they consider the location, climate, and values of their own artificial island nation.
Year Five and Six -Data and Decisions
Students will consider the difference between needs and wants, the types of resources that we have and how
we use them and the nature and meaning of work. They will be engaged in economics and business as they
work in groups to develop a business plan that they will present to younger students in their school.
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ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES
Over the next few weeks we will be conducting a number of assessment tasks with the students to give insight
into level of growth since our last set of information was gathered. Our focus will be across the components of
English and Mathematics. There are two types of information collected. Formative assessment allows us to
determine what concepts that we need to put in our planning for the next few weeks to help cover areas that
the students might need extra work. There are also summative assessments that we use typically to determine
the level of growth across a lengthy period of time usually six or twelve months. Students will do these
assessments in a number of forms. Some are done individually with a staff member, some online, others can
be done in in small groups and others as a whole class. All assessments are used to help with completing
reports and to inform both our short-term and long-term planning.
PICKING UP AFTER SCHOOL
We are having a few challenges with space for cars in the pickup area adjacent to the school hall. Part of the
reason for this is that, at present, we are unable to have visitors park and come into the school to pick up their
children. One thing that families may like to consider is arriving a little later. School finishes at 3:10pm but
the time that children arrive at the pickup area can vary depending on how quickly they can get there and, with
some, this is dependent very much on how social they are! I also point out that students can walk to the
Church car park or to the roundabout in Raymond Ave where they can be picked up usually without waiting.
Just a reminder that if you are using the drive-thru area at the hall you can only exit left onto White Street
from the exit closest to the creek. This is for two reasons – first there are double lines marked on the road
(albeit very faintly marked) so it is illegal to cross onto the opposite side of White Street from this exit (as was
recently pointed out to one of our families by members of Victoria Police who were monitoring the area).
Secondly waiting to turn right onto White Street from this exit severely holds up the traffic flow in the drivethru area. If you need to get to Murdoch Road after picking up your child from the hall, turn left onto White
Street add head up to the roundabout at Burke Street and then travel back up White Street to Murdoch Road.
2020 SCHOOL PHOTOS
At this stage our 2020 School Photos have been booked for Thursday October 22nd however unfortunately
under current government restrictions school photos are not permitted so we are trying to organise an alternate
day later in the term if the restrictions change and photos can go ahead.
Photos cannot be ordered at this stage so we will not be sending the photo order forms home until we know
what day they will be taken (if and when this is possible) however we have attached a copy of the package
options that are available just to give you an idea of the options/costs.
IT’S A GIRL!
Congratulations to Monica Lindsey and Steven Burke on the safe arrival of Ada during the holidays. Ada is
the baby sister of Eliza and Henry McDonald who are students in our Leadership Centre.
2021 FOUNDATION ENROLMENTS
Enrolments are now being taken for our 2021 Foundation class. If you have a child who will start school in
2021 please complete an enrolment form (available by contacting the office) and return it to the office before
the end of this term.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Thursday

October 22nd

School Photos – TO BE CONFIRMED

Friday

October 23rd

Victorian AFL Grand Final Public Holiday

Friday

October 30th

Pupil Free Day – Staff First Aid Training

Monday

November 2nd

Pupil Free Day – 2021 Planning Day for staff

Tuesday

November 3rd

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Monday

November 23rd

Pupil Free Day – Semester Two Report Writing
Day

8

WA

Woolworths Cricket Blast!
City Colts Cricket Club will be running Woolworths Blaster cricket program for season
2020/21.
Junior Blasters is for those junior cricketers who are either just starting out or have done
only a season or two. As a guide Junior Blasters is suited to Preps – Grade 2. It is a fun
session where everyone learns the skills of cricket and plays plenty of games.
Master Blasters is more game based and is for children who have played cricket for a
couple of seasons but are not quite ready for underage junior competition.
Both sessions are run on a Friday night from 5.30pm at the Bill O’Callaghan Oval (Barr Reserve) under the direction of a
Level 1 accredited coach. First session will be on Friday 30th October.
Register via Playcricket.com.au, enter Wangaratta as location and select City Colts as the centre, or for more information
please contact: Ross Moore 0409 186 640 or rmmoore@esc.net.au

Our Lady’s Primary School is committed to child safety and the inclusion of all children.

Our Lady’s Primary School is committed to child safety and the inclusion of all children.

Our Lady’s Primary School is committed to child safety and the inclusion of all children.

Our Lady’s Primary School is committed to child safety and the inclusion of all children.

Our Lady’s Primary School is committed to child safety and the inclusion of all children.

