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Our Lady’s Primary School is a child
safe school. All students enrolled, and
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safe and be safe.
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NEWSLETTER NO. 26 TUESDAY AUGUST 17th 2021
Over the weekend of August 28th & 29th more than eighty younger members of our community will celebrate
the Sacraments of First Eucharist and Confirmation. The following prayer comes from the Diocesan program
“Steps In Faith” which is used to prepare for the celebrations:
Jesus through your coming among us as a man you showed all that God is with us.
Through your word you showed us the way to the kingdom of God.
Through actions you heal, feed and strengthen us.
Jesus, through your words and actions at the last supper you offered
your life for us.
Jesus through your presence in the Eucharist we are nourished.
Through your death and resurrection, you continue to be with us forever.

Lord Jesus,
You are with us when we gather in your name.
You are with us when we proclaim your Word.
You are with us every time the Priest consecrates the bread and wine at Mass
and it is shared amongst us.
Help us to be aware of your presence in our lives each day.
Amen
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CONFIRMATION/FIRST EUCHARIST
At this stage we are planning to celebrate these Sacraments over the weekend of August 28th and 29th.
Ceremonies will take place at both St Patrick’s and Our Lady’s Church. The ceremony for Our Lady’s will be
at 11:30am on Sunday August 29th.
YEAR THREE/FOUR CAMP
At this stage we are still anticipating this going ahead with students heading off tomorrow morning and
returning Friday afternoon. We have a plan in place that, if restrictions change or if the regions move into lock
down, allows us to return to Wangaratta if needed.
Grade Three/Four students need to be at school tomorrow morning by 8.30am.
GRANDPARENTS LITURGY/ART SHOW-POSTPONED AGAIN!
The current restrictions do not allow us to gather for assembly or liturgy indoors. With this in mind we have
decided to again postpone this liturgy in the hope that we can hold it later in the year when we can gather as a
wider community.
BOOK WEEK PARADE
At this stage we will be holding the Book Week parade on Friday August 27th at the start of the school day.
We are able to gather outdoors so we will conduct the parade either in the court yard or in the pavilion if the
weather is inclement.
Please note that unfortunately under current restrictions parents will not be able to attend this event.
SCHOOL OPERATIONS
We are reverting to the restriction settings that were in place on July 27th:









Hand hygiene and cleaning regimes in place
Visitors are restricted to staff and health and wellbeing support with record keeping
No assemblies or liturgies
Camps and overnight stays permitted
Libraries open
Shared drink taps open
Swimming programs open
Sports programs including interschool are permitted with conditions
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VISITORS TO SCHOOL
Just a reminder to parents that you can only come into the school buildings for essential reasons. If you are
dropping your child off it is preferable that you do this at one of the school entrances-beside the hall, White
Street or the front office.
If you do need to come into any of the school buildings you must enter through the front office and check
in-regardless of the time spent in the building.
Do not enter any of the classrooms through the school grounds.
STUDENTS BEHAVIOUR POLICY
Earlier this year we had a policy change in line with a change in governance of the schools in the Sandhurst
Diocese. The following is an extract from this policy that highlights the expectations that our community has
of students, parents/carers and staff members.
This week we will be working through the students’ expectations with the classes -it would be helpful if
families could take some time to discuss these expectations with their children.
Students are expected to:

Parents/Carers are
expected to:

1

take responsibility for their
learning and have high
expectations in themselves
that they can learn

have high expectations of their
child’s behaviour and have an
understanding of the School's
behavioural expectations

2

model the School's core
values of respect, endeavor,
communication, trust and
teamwork

communicate with the School in
regards to their child’s
circumstances

3

take responsibility for their
own behaviour and the
impact of their behaviour
on others

cooperate with the School by
assisting in the development
and enforcement of strategies
to address individual needs

4

comply with this Policy and
work with teachers and
parents in developing
strategies to improve
outcomes to:
a. obey all reasonable
requests of staff;
b. respect the rights of
others to be safe
and learn; and
c. respect the
property of others.

provide complete, accurate and
up-to-date information when
completing an enrolment form
and supply the School, prior to
enrolment, with any additional
information as may be
requested, including copies of
documents such as
medical/specialist reports
(where relevant to the child's
schooling), reports from
previous schools, court orders or
parenting agreements

Principals/Teachers & Staff will:

promote positive reinforcement and
enhance student self-esteem by
having a planned approach for
recognising and responding to
appropriate behaviour
deliver an inclusive and
comprehensive curriculum which
promotes positive behaviours and
emphasises the well-being of every
child focusing on pro-social
behaviours
employ whole school and classroom
practices to establish a climate in
which appropriate behaviour is the
norm for all students and focus on
the implementation of preventative
and early intervention strategies to
deal with attendance and
behavioural issues
consistently apply this Policy through
a shared collegiate understanding
and only exclude students in
extreme circumstances
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5

comply with the school's
behaviour aims and the school's
Code of Conduct and to support
the school in upholding
prescribed standards of dress,
appearance and behaviour, in
accordance with the terms of
your child's enrolment at the
School
acknowledge and understand
that unacceptable behaviour by
a child, or repeated behaviour
by a parent or guardian that, in
the school's view, is
unacceptable and damaging to
the partnership between
parent/guardian and school,
may result in suspension or
termination of the child's
enrolment

6

plan for the professional
development needs of all staff to
enable them to develop and
maintain positive relationships with
their students

recognise that for some students
additional support may be needed in
the form of staged responses and
staff are committed to working with
families to reintegrate students in an
educational setting after exclusion

2021 SCHOOL PHOTOS
At this stage we have our 2021 School Photos booked for Friday September 3rd however this will be subject to
whatever COVID-19 restrictions are in place at the time.
LUNCH ORDERS SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Lunch orders are suspended until further notice due to current COVID-19 restrictions.
ENROLMENTS 2022
We have had number of enquires for enrolments for 2022. Please feel free to collect enrolment forms from the
office if you have a child ready to start school next year. It would also be helpful if this information could be
shared with any family or friends who also might have a student ready for school next year.
COVID ACTIONS UNWELL STUDENTS
Families are asked to keep students exhibiting symptoms similar to cold and flu at home until the symptoms
go or they have been cleared by a doctor. It is important that we are all vigilant when to comes to spotting
potential problems with COVID 19.
WASHING HANDS
As part of this newsletter we have included information about hand washing from the federal government.
It would be helpful if families could discuss the information it contains as a reminder for what is best practice.
Mark
P & F NEWS
CHOCOLATE DRIVE
Due to the ongoing government restrictions of no visitors to your home we will again postpone our chocolate
drive until families are able to get out and about to sell the chocolates to friends, family and neighbours.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Wednesday-Friday

August 18th to 20th

Bridging Centre (Grade Three/Four) Echuca Camp

Friday

August 27th

8.45am Book Week parade – students & staff only

Sunday

August 29th

Confirmation/First Eucharist 11.30am in Our Lady’s Church

Tuesday

August 31st

9.00am Whole school Mass led by the Discovery Centre in
Our Lady’s Church

Friday

September 3rd

School Photos-depending on COVID-19 restrictions at the
time

Friday

September 17th

End of Term Three
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