Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School
52-60 White Street, Wangaratta Vic 3677
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Our Lady’s Primary School is a child
safe school. All students enrolled, and
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safe and be safe.

Phone: (03) 5721 3783
Fax: (03) 5721 9401
Email: principal@olwangaratta.catholic.edu.au

NEWSLETTER NO. 4 TUESDAY FEBRUARY 22nd 2022
This week’s prayer was taken from our Beginning of School Year Liturgy:

Lord, be with us through the day, help us understand the way
to follow right and never wrong, and make our love grow ever strong.
Our Lady protect us at work and play, and guide our teachers every
day, to lead us along the right paths.
This, dear Lord, is what we ask.
Amen.

Our Lady’s Primary School is committed to child safety and the inclusion of all children.

BEGINNING OF THE YEAR LITURGY
On Monday February 21st, the whole school came together for our Beginning of Year Liturgy. To remain
COVID safe, we decided to hold this event outside in the sunshine. This event was an amazing way to come
together as a school community. Our Grade 6 students also made a special welcome to all our Foundation
students and gave them a blessing as they begin their primary school education.
We were also able to present our Grade 6 students with their leadership badges. This is something the Grade 6
cohort of students were excited about. This group of leaders in our school have already proven themselves to
demonstrate love and kindness within our school community. They are leading our school with justice,
compassion and peace. Congratulations Hugo, Eva, Xavier, Noah, Isobella, Aiden, Dominic, Zaidee, Oliver,
Angeldeep, Seth, Charli, Austin, Jackson, Evie, Cassidy, Yasmeen, Lucy, Jordan, Spencer, Blake, Chadd &
Taylah.
We also announced our very own 2022 Grade 6 sport captains. Congratulations to:
Eva & Zaidee who will lead Mackillop (Red)
Lucy & Xavier who will lead Pangerang (Gold)
Jackson & Taylah who will lead Delany (Blue)
A special thank you to Mrs Walsh for organising such a beautiful ceremony and for Taylah who lead the
liturgy. We also had many special helpers during the liturgy to make this event successful so thank you to all
of those children who read special prayers, sang and danced. We have included a couple of photos further
along in the newsletter.
FOUNDATION STUDENT REST DAYS
All Foundation students will have a rest day at home every Wednesday up to and including
Wednesday March 9th.
SHROVE TUESDAY
Next Tuesday March 1st is Shrove Tuesday and we will be having our traditional Pancake Day at Recess in a
very COVID safe manner. Children can bring along a gold coin donation on the day for Caritas and have
some yummy pancakes. Please note this event is for school students only.
CHANGE OF 2022 CAMP DATES
Due to the current COVID-19 situation and CES restrictions, we have decided to push our Grade 3 & 4 and
Grade 5 & 6 camp dates to Term Four:
Grade Three/Four: Wednesday October 5th to Friday October 7th – Harrietville
Grade Five/Six: Monday October 10th to Wednesday October 12th – venue change – Borambola (near Wagga)

NEW ADMIN EMAIL
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We have set up a new school admin email address:
admin@olwangaratta.catholic.edu.au
This will be used to send all correspondence to families from now on (when Julie remembers to switch over
that is!). If you need to send an email please use this new address as it can be accessed by both Julie and
myself which will be handy if Julie is away at any stage.
2022 STUDENT RESIDENTAIL ADDRESS COLLECTION
Each year we are required by the Australia Government to submit student address information. If you have
changed address in the past few months please let Julie know your child’s up to date address by the end of this
week (if you haven’t already done previously). There is a flyer further along in the newsletter regarding this
process.
ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of
absence, by emailing admin@olwangaratta.catholic.edu.au or calling the school on (03) 5721 3783.
Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps
ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility.
All Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as soon as practicable on the same
day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not
contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important
part of your child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind.
Our Lady’s Attendance Policy, which outlines the school’s processes and procedures for monitoring,
recording and following-up of student absences, is available on our website
https://www.olwangaratta.catholic.edu.au/attendance-policy.
LATE TO SCHOOL
Any students arriving at school after 9.00am are required to come in through the office to check in. We are
currently in the process of trialling a new system to record student roll information in called SIMON. This
requires us to sign any late students into school via an iPad in the office. Parents would normally need to
accompany children into school to do this but given the evolving situation with COVID, we are happy to
check your child in for you.
VISITORS AND VACCINATION STATUS
Parents are not permitted into our classrooms at the moment due to COVID-19. As we have had exposures
now throughout the school- this is for everyone’s safety. Alternatively, parents are welcome to drop children
at the external door of the classroom or kiss and drop at the gate. Unvaccinated parents are not permitted to
enter the classroom or school building unless requested to do so by a staff member for a specific reason- e.g.
picking up a child from sickbay.
If you do need to talk to your child’s classroom teacher, there are many ways to make contact. If you matter is
urgent, please come to the office and we will assist you there. You can also call the school or email your
child’s teacher requesting either a meeting or phone call. Before school, teachers are busily preparing for the
school day – when they are available, they will make contact with you as soon as they can.

Our Lady’s Primary School is committed to child safety and the inclusion of all children.

RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS
It has been announced that the Rapid Antigen Testing will continue until the end of Term 1. We have had
great success with this testing, which has seen the number of cases identified quickly. I continue to thank
parents and carers for supporting us with this program. I know it is not the most pleasant thing to ask your
child to do but it is working. Rapid antigen tests will be sent out again next week.
We are asking families to complete a test prior to coming to school on:
Monday & Wednesday
Reminders have been set into the school stream app to help remind busy families on testing days. Students
who have recently recorded a positive COVID test will not be required to undertake rapid antigen testing for
30 days. This is due to inaccurate results and the likelihood of testing positive again.
If your child returns a positive test result, please email or call the school directly through
principal@olwangaratta.catholic.edu.au and then report this through the Department of Health on
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests#report-a-positive-result-on-a- rapid-antigen-test and
follow the latest advice at https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests.
We are here to support you with this so if in doubt, please call.
Students who report a positive test must isolate for 7 days and not attend school during that period. Students
must refrain from returning to school after the 7 days if they are still displaying cold or flu like symptoms.
We will notify you if a student or staff member has returned a positive COVID19 test result and has attended
the school daily, if required.
HOUSEHOLD CONTACTS
Where a student is a household contact of a positive case (that is, they have spent more than four hours with
someone who has COVID-19 inside a house, accommodation, or care facility) they must inform the school
and isolate for 7 days and not attend school during that period.
MASKS
Mask wearing indoors is still encouraged for all Year 3-6 students. Students in lower grade levels may wear a
mask if they would like to also.
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ASSEMBLY INFORMATION
With COVID-19 presenting us with some challenges coming together to celebrate, we met as a school
community via Google Meets on Monday.
Our Power Play Focus this week is:
Students who solve play problems in a positive way.
This week in Positive Behaviours we are learning to demonstrate the following;
Do your best:

by thinking about how you can solve a problem and by being an active listener

Respect your school:

by knowing where to put things back

Help others succeed:

by being a play problem solver and learning new games and activities

Congratulations to Noah Fitzgerald who was the winner of last week’s PowerPlay Raffle.

Cassie

DATES TO REMEMBER
WEDNESDAY

FEBRUARY 23rd

Foundation Rest Day

TUESDAY

MARCH 1ST

Shrove Tuesday -Pancakes at Recess (for students only)
Gold coin donation for Caritas

WEDNESDAY

MARCH 2ND

Foundation Rest Day

WEDNESDAY

MARCH 9TH

Foundation Rest Day

MONDAY

MARCH 14TH

Labour Day Public Holiday

Friday

April 8th

End of Term One
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